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Ward, who first resigned on account of his ill health,
and then retracted his resignation, "on account, as he
"says, of its being disagreeable to some of the officers-
" Who those officers are, I have not heard. They have
" been able, no doubt, to convince him of his mistake,
" and that his health will allow him to be alert and
"active!" (April 1. 1776). You will not suffer Wash-
ington to say of Massachusetts, as compared with other
States, " there is no nation under the sun that I ever came
" across pays greater adoration to money than they do,"
(Feb. 10. 1776). You will not suffer him to say, when
New England had failed to supply him with the gun-
powder he needed, " We have every thing but the thing
" ready for any offensive operation," (Feb. 26.1776). Here
you think fit to omit the three most important words
"but the thing,'* by which Washington., in a becoming
soldier-phrase, meant powder, and by this omission you
have entirely altered the representation of his circum-
stances which he intended to convey.

All these cases of omission (and the list is very far
from being yet exhausted) are derived only from that
short series of letters which Washington addressed to
Eeed between November, 1775, and April, 1776. Yet
even from such samples as I have already given, is it
possible that any dispassionate reader can take, either of
your alterations or omissions, the same view as appears
to be taken by yourself? In the Introduction to your
edition of Washington's Writings you had given the fol-
lowing pledge or promise as to your work: " Many of
" the letters, for the reasons already assigned, will neces-
" sarily be printed with omissions of unimportant passages,
" relating chiefly to topics or facts evanescent in their
*' nature and temporary in their design. Special care
" will be taken, nevertheless, in all such omissions, that
" the sense shall not be marred, nor the meaning of the
" writer in any manner perverted or obscured." And in
your recent pamphlet you think fit to add : " This is all
" that I have done in the way of altering or correcting
" Washington's letters. The alterations are strictly verbal
" or grammatical; nor am I conscious that in this process
" an historical fact, the expression of an opinion, or the
" meaning of a sentence, has on any occasion been per-